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1.0 Connections at the Ends of the Healesville Freeway Reserve Trail 
To make full value of the new trail along the Healesville Freeway Reserve, it should be connected to 

the Eastlink and Boronia Rd Trails in the East and the Syndal to Heatherdale Pipeline Trail in the 

West, these are short, but very important connections that should be built as part of the provision of 

the Healesville Freeway Reserve trail. 

1.1 Eastern End Connections 
The trail along the Healesville Freeway Reserve needs to cross Dandenong Creek and connect with 

the Eastlink Trail and the Boronia Rd Trail as per the map below: 

 

Map showing the Healesville Freeway Trail (Red), existing sealed trails in green and the Abbey 

mews trail (gravel) marked in brown. 



1.1.1 Crossing of Dandenong Creek and Connection to Eastlink Trail 
As part of the Boronia Rd crossing of Dandenong Creek, there is currently a 2.6m wide crossing for 

pedestrians/cyclists. As shown from the picture, it is currently not safe in its current configuration 

for use as a crossing point. 

 

Boronia Rd crossing of Dandenong Creek 

Crossing of Boronia Rd will therefore require either refurbishment of this crossing point or provision 

of a new crossing over Dandenong Creek. Any proposed solution taking in the existing crossing in the 

Winton Wetlands near the intersection of Abbey Walk and Tulkara Grove is a non-starter owing to it 

being a 1.6km deviation that would require the crossing of Boronia Rd at a point where traffic is 

hurtling downhill at 80kph around a blind corner. 

 

Map showing options for potential crossings of Dandenong Creek New Bridge (Yellow), Refurbish 

Road Crossing (blue) and Winton Wetlands (Purple).  



 1.1.2 Boronia Rd Trail 
The connection from the abrupt end of the Boronia Rd Trail is only 250m to Dandenong Creek and 

there is ample space on the south side of Boronia Rd to continue the trail: 

 

Boronia Rd – showing the existing trail and where a trail could be constructed 

Connection of this trail to Eastlink would provide a direct link to Wantirna, the Service lanes of 

Boronia Rd, The Stud Rd Trail and further on direct access to Boronia via the new Green Spine 

project. 

  



1.2 Western End Connection – Pipeline Trail 
At the western end, connection between the Healesville Freeway Trail and the Syndal to 

Heatherdale Pipeline Trail needs to be made, this can be performed either via a crossing and use of 

Mock St or Putting a trail Following Springvale Rd and Hawthorn Rd and using the existing lights: 

 

Map Showing the Pipeline and HFR trail routes and the 2 options to connect the 2 trails together 

 

1.3 Full Potential Connection Along the Corridor 

 

As shown above, a trail linking Boronia to East Burwood can be provided. 

  



2.0 Provision of Connections Along Service Lanes 
The cheapest form of safer infrastructure that could easily be provided because most of the 

infrastructure is already there. Melbourne has some of the longest and most extensive network of 

Service Lanes to be found anywhere in the world, but simply placing short sections of track at the 

end of the lanes (where cars are blocked), continuous through access can be maintained for cyclists, 

whilst avoiding the possibility of rat running for motorists occurring. The main separator provides a 

buffer between riders and the high-speed traffic (usually 80km/h). 

There are many examples of such infrastructure to be found around Victoria. Some of it is uni-

directional where both sides of the main highway have service lanes, some have a contra-flow lane, 

others have a bike track placed through the separator or the footpath widened to make a shared 

trail. 

 

Stud Rd, Wantirna – Contra-Flow Lane on Service Lane 

 

 

Clyde Rd, Clyde North – Bike Path on the Separator between Service Lane and Main Highway 



 

 

There are many examples of such infrastructure in the Netherlands and Germany. 

 

 

Service Lanes of Melbourne (Shown in Orange) – demonstrate the potential for hundreds of 

kilometres of safe riding infrastructure in areas that are generally poorly serviced for off-road 

trails (marked in green). 

  



3.0 Off-Road Trails 
In recent years, the rollout of cycling infrastructure in Melbourne has been heavily focussed on the 

Melbourne CBD and has also been provided with the construction of new developments in the 

growth corridors of Melbourne. This has left many more established suburbs and corridors without 

coverage and no links between areas where there is a good footprint present. As a result, we 

propose that work on building Strategic Cycling Corridor off-road routes is where efforts should be 

made with a major focus on the easy-to-deliver off-road trails. Listed here are some of the major 

corridors that we feel should be delivered over the next term of government in the Eastern Suburbs 

of Melbourne: 

No. Trail 
Length 

(km) 
Link 

1 Hawthorn to Box Hill Trail 10.5 https://ridewithgps.com/routes/40637108 

2 Burwood Hwy Trail 16.3 https://ridewithgps.com/routes/40616463 

3 Ringwood to Lilydale 14 https://ridewithgps.com/routes/40635672 

 

3.1 Hawthorn to Box Hill Rail Trail 
This will link the Box Hill to Ringwood Trail to the Melbourne CBD. It will provide a direct path along 

the railway line, enabled schools, Swinburne Uni, a large number of shops and places of employment 

along the route. It will also divide the 10km gap between safe trails (Koonung and Gardiners Creek) 

and save riders 8km of on a city-bound journey from Box Hill.  

3.2 Burwood Hwy Trail 
This will link Ferntree Gully -> Knox -> Pipeline Trail -> Burwood. 

This trail will provide rapid access to the Melbourne CBD, Monash and Deakin Universities and be a 

logical continuation from the recently built trail that finishes at Morack Rd. 

3.3 Ringwood to Lilydale Rail Trail 
This will link the Warburton and Yarra Valley Trails to the Box Hill to Ringwood Trail. With a side spur 

joining to the O’Shannassy Pipeline Trail , this will enable cycle tourism from Melbourne straight to 

Yarra Valley on friendly gradients. 

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/40637108


3.4 Combined map of Off-Road Trails 

 


