
MeBUG AGM 2020 

Minutes of meeting held by Zoom, 7.30 pm, 11 November 2020


1. Present 
Lawrie and Breta Cohen, Michael Hassett, David and Maggie Simm, Dawn Kneen, 
David Blom, Betty Weekes, Elaine Hopper, Russel and Marion Hick, Shaun 
Ruigrok.


2. Apologies 
Nil


3. Welcome and introduction - David Simm (President) 
David addressed the meeting outlining the short history of MeBUG, noting that like 
many volunteer organisations, the workload falls largely on a small group of 
dedicated individuals. The long time scale nature of cycling projects means that 
there needs to be renewal of active members from time to time, to maintain 
effectiveness. Several examples of such long term projects that MeBUG has 
pursued were quoted. David went on to announce he was stepping down as 
MeBUG president. The full text of David’s address is at Attachment 1. 


4. Confirmation of 2019 AGM minutes 
Moved David Blom, seconded Elaine Hopper. Carried


5. Financial Report - Elaine Hopper (Treasurer) 
Opening balance as at 30/6/2019		 $2223.77

Income	 	 	 	 	 $720.00

Expenses	 	 	 	 	 $$458.95

Balance as at 30/6/2020	 	 	 $2484.82

Acceptance of Treasurer’s report moved Elaine Hopper, seconded Shaun Ruigrok. 
Carried. 

The full Treasurer’s report is at Attachment 2


6. Election of Office Bearers and committee for 2020-21 
• President. David Blom self-nominated. There being no other nominations, David 

was elected.

• Secretary. Michael Hassett self-nominated. There being no other nominations, 

Michael was elected.

• Treasurer. Elaine Hopper self-nominated. There being no other nominations, 

Elaine was elected.

• General Committee David Simm and Shaun Ruigrok were invited to join the 

committee and accepted. Scott Green (not present) is assumed willing to 
continue.


7. Member fees for 2020-21 
The meeting decided, given that funds held are more than sufficient to cover 
operating costs, that fees would be waived for existing members for 2020-21. Any 
new members would be liable for the normal members fee.


8. Report on advocacy and activities during past year. 
• Hawthorn to Box Hill




Department of Transport feasibility study following on from State 
government funding $370k, is nearing completion. MeBUG and BBUG have 
been closely involved in the stakeholder consultations.


• Box Hill to Ringwood (Laburnum section, Nunawading ramp)

Laburnum section now under construction. Laburnum Park playground has 
been removed in preparation. Construction under way in Main Street. 
MeBUG has complained to the state government about the recent cycling 
prohibition on the pedestrian ramp at Nunawading station.


• Box Hill Integrated Transport Strategy (Cycling aspects)

Whitehorse council has recently adopted the Strategy, accessible via link on 
MeBUG website under ‘Projects’.


• Missing Link Vermont South (connection Eastlink and Dandenong Creek Trails)

Construction to occur in 2021. The petition gathered by MeBUG was crucial 
to securing funding.


• Waverley Rail Trail

Advocacy continuing for the missing segment between Jordanville and Mt 
Waverley.


• Deakin Uni / Holland Av

We are pushing for a path beside Holland Av and an alteration to the traffic 
lights timing to make it safe for cyclists


• Whitehorse Council (council elections, budget submissions and lack of cycling 
investment)


We made our usual budget submission and as usual, it was ignored - as 
was every other submission from the community. No significant cycling 
investment has occurred for four years.


• Melbourne Water Pipe Reserve

Gravel laid on segment between Utah St and Highbury Road. The 
Nunawading end remains in very poor condition.


• Healesville Freeway Reserve

No progress for a considerable time. Further enquiries warranted.


• Ringwood to Croydon proposal

Maroondah City Council has obtained TAC Local Government Grant funding 
to prepare a concept design for a Shared Use Path linking Ringwood and 
Croydon. O’Brien Traffic has been engaged by Maroondah City Council to 
prepare the concept design.


• Bikes on trains

Lawrie and Breta Cohen have been pursuing this with VLine since early 
2019. Latest response was April 2020. New VLocity trains will accommodate 
nine bikes per three cars. Discussion is continuing to establish a booking 
system where cyclists can be assured their bike will be carried.


• Super Sunday bike count 8 November.




David, Elaine and Michael participated in the count


9. Other business 
	 Nil


Meeting closed 8.55pm




Attachment 1 

Metro East Bicycle User Group Inc.

AGM 11th November 2020


Presidents Address 

MeBUG is now 3 years old and whilst its foundations are solid, time is not on its’ side. It is 
suffering from an all too common problem of 21st century Australia- a lack of volunteers 
willing to actually work to further its ’stated aims, the cause of “working for better cycling 
facilities”. I am not saying that the effectiveness of an organisation is necessarily defined 
by its size but I am saying it is defined by its ability to replace and refresh its personnel. 
Without being too personal the average age of the MeBUG committee is probably in the 
mid sixties. The  problem here is  that most of the projects where we have been effective, 
have a lead time of 5-15 years, so that any project in its early advocacy stage in 2020, will 
probably not see a “sod turned” until at least 2025 or probably later.


Often because of the lengthy lead times, the professionals move on or initial studies are 
left to gather dust. It is therefore often the dedicated advocates who are the only 
possessors of project  memory.

Some noteworthy examples of long lead times are:

• Box Hill to Ringwood Shared Path   May 2007 – January 2021?

• Healesville Freeway Reserve    February 2012  not yet designed, no dates

• Heatherdale To Syndal Pipe Reserve February 2010   50% complete but no projected 

end date.

• Burwood Highway Arterial Route. Feb 2012 part scheduled for start in 2021.


Another important aspect to continuous long term advocacy is to be prepared for the 
opportunities that arise from changes in political or economic circumstances which 
provide opportunities for “shovel ready projects”. A graphic example are the beneficial 
effects of  level crossing removals and hopefully from the Covid 19 pandemic.

Despite our successes there is still much advocacy to do  but I think our cause is best 
helped by a gradual infusion of fresh blood so therefore for these reasons  I am retiring as 
President of MeBUG and welcome the election of a new President.


Finally I wish to thank Michael Hassett, Elaine Hopper, David Blom and Scott Green for 
their work as foundation committee members of MeBUG and for the last 3 years and also 
for their advocacy efforts for the ten years or so prior to the formation of MeBUG.

 A special thanks to my wife Maggie for putting up with my obsession and also to my 
children Alexei and Melina for their IT skills which I hope helped to disguise their fathers’ 
technical shortcomings.


David Simm




Income
Cash in Bendigo Bank as of 30 June 2019 $2,223.77
Member fees (for new members only this year) $20.00
BN Bike count donations $700.00

Total Income $2,943.77

Expenses
AGM Clota Cottage fees $59.00
Domain name fees E Hopper $41.95
Gsuite fees M Hassett $102.00
Wordpress fees M Hassett $120.00
Bank fees $2.00
PO Box rental 2019-20 D Simm $134.00

Total Expenses $458.95

In Bank on 30 June 2020 $2484.82

 Metro East Bicycle User Group(MeBUG)  Annual Profit and Loss Statement 2019-2020


