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MeBUGs response to the Easy Ride Routes. 

 

MeBUG believes that the Whitehorse council should focus all of its efforts on Routes  EW6, NS2 and 

NS-10 and working on improving selected sections to close gaps within the network. These routes 

could significantly improve the uptake of cycling on a daily basis, provided the treatments used are 

of a sufficient standard and the use of clever techniques, maximising the advantage of the available 

space for good quality road treatments and better alignments and goals. We believe that EW4 and 

EW2-A shadow the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail trail and people riding in an East-west direction along 

these locations would opt for the Koonung Creek Trail or the Box Hill to Ringwood Shared use path. 

Linkages to these trails rather than paths running parallel are what is required, also a path joining 

the 2 together. We believe that NS1 doesn’t really add much in terms of value as it doesn’t link 

existing trails together.  

 

We believe that the first thing to consider when working out how to best spend money is the 

existing off-road trails within and surrounding Whitehorse. 

 
Figure 1. Existing Trails in solid green, proposed in dotted. 

From the existing figure above, one can see that EW6 and NS-2 really offer something to enable 

more coverage and better connectivity. NS-10 whilst close to the Eastlink trail, can not access the 

trail as readily as the barrier of Eastlink and a lack of crossing points across the creek valley mean 

that places along that route can’t reach the off-road path as quickly. 
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EW6 

Alignment 

EW6 has a few potential deviations to the designated route. The off-road Wurundjeri Walk has 

potential to be turned into a significant off-road facility. There is already some nice off-road path 

between Blackburn Rd and Middleborough Rd in particular. A combination of the assets of the 

Hawthorn Rd route and the Wurundjeri Walk trail might offer the best path to an effective upgrade 

and provide a very safe route. 

Figure 2. EW-6 alignment 

 

Width of Hawthorn Rd and Eley Rd. 

Hawthorn rd is a significantly wide street that could have a treatment applied in a similar manner to 

that done on the Sydney Cycleways providing a 2 way cycle path along the south side of the road 

between Blackburn Rd and Springvale Rd. Parts of Eley rd have similar locations where something 

similar could be done and the Holland Gully Trail could also be tied into this route. In all cases, we 

are striving for the safest route with the maximum off-road potential to be the one created.  

 
Figure 3. Profile of Sydney Cycleways tracks. 
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Figure 4. Sydney cycleways - note the safe separated from traffic feel this treatment gives. 

 

Other separator ideas 

We believe that Armadillo separators could provide a low cost buffer between motorised traffic and 

the bike lanes. This would also allow Rubbish collection and Bus access where required. It would also 

provide a useful way of trialling separation in such situations. 

 
Figure 5. Armadillo separators – used extensively throughout Europe and America. 
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Extension of EW6. 

We believe that EW6 should extend eastwards along Hawthorn Rd to Springvale Rd, then head south 

to Burwood Highway and make use of the Service Roads to get to the planned Burwood Highway 

Bridge near Morack Rd. There are many existing cut-throughs along Burwood Hwy, but there are still 

some that need to be cut-through. Once again, the south side of Hawthorn Rd would make for a 

great separated from cars cycle track rather than the existing and dangerous dooring zone bike 

lanes. The EW6 should also link directly to the Healesville Freeway Reserve Trail. 

Figure 6. Path for EW6 to be extended along 

 
Figure 7. Existing cut-through on Burwood Highway 
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Such a treatment would allow for the following route to be separated from traffic and allow safe 

access to anywhere along this 50km corridor from Belgrave to the Melbourne CBD: 

 
Figure 8. A potential safe route from Belgrave to Melbourne on off-road paths could be achieved. 

 

For more detail on this route go to https://www.strava.com/routes/12148164 

https://www.strava.com/routes/12148164
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NS2. 

 This route has the greatest amount of potential bang for your buck in the shortest distance. If all the 

money for all of the projects could be used, then we would say put it all into the 1.2km from the Box 

Hill Hospital to the Bushy Creek Trail. It is that valuable from a cycling point of view. Use the highest 

possible quality solutions here. This closing of a 1.2km gap would enable somebody who lives in 

Nunawading or Mitcham, an almost entirely off-road path to the Melbourne CBD via the Box Hill to 

Ringwood Rail Trail, Bushy Creek Trail and on to the Koonung Creek Trail. We believe that the section 

of Bruce St that isn’t shared path could be re-badged as a shared path. 

 

The path between Box Hill Central and Canterbury rd is excellent and good quality on-road 

treatments for the remainder of the journey would be of great value linking the Koonung Creek Trail 

to the Gardiners Creek Trail. 

 

Alternate Alignments 

The alternate routes include going straight down Dorking Rd: 

 

 
Figure 8. Dorking Rd or Nelson Rd alignment to link Box Hill to Ringwood Trail with the Bushy 

Creek Trail 
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Or Utilising the laneways: 

 
Figure 9. Laneway in Box Hill. 

More info about the laneways and their alignments can be found in the councils website 

http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/DownloadDocument.ashx?DocumentID=1191 

  

http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/DownloadDocument.ashx?DocumentID=1191
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NS10. 

 This route has the simplest possible transformation of a short section. Going along Morack Rd 

between Burwood Highway and the Healesville Freeway, the Eastern side of the road could be 

converted into a 2 way cycle track. The bike lanes on the west side of the road are in the dooring 

zone and are not a safe place to ride. The east side has no driveways and would make an excellent 

place to ride: 

 

Figure 10. Morack Rd. 

NS-10 Alignment 

We believe that heading north up East Rd and going along the Morack Golf Course would provide a 

friendlier gradient and way to access the Healesville Freeway Reserve (trail to be constructed): 

 

Figure 11. Suggested alignment of NS-10 (southern section) 
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Other connections 

We believe that an off-road connection between the Box Hill to Ringwood Shared Use Path to the 

Syndal to Heatherdale Pipeline Trail needs to be made. 

 
Figure 12. Connection along Rooks Rd. 

A better quality treatment to connect Surrey Dr to Mont Albert rd and upgrades to Mont Albert Rd. 

 
Figure 13. Mont Albert Rd and connection to Surrey Drive 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, we believe that 3 of the routes require additional focus and potential extension. 

Whitehorse will be best served by focussing on quality solutions at key locations or utilising the very 

wide roads where they exist rather than trying to cover sections with substandard solutions. We 

should be utilising the assets that we already have. This is a better approach than the proposed 

solutions of using sharrows as a method for making bike trails. 


