
Utilising Service Roads for the Creation of Cycling Superhighways. 

In Melbourne, we have the potential to utilise several hundred kilometres of service lanes that run 
parallel to major highways to create some important safe, low-stress bicycle routes for minimal 
spend. The practice of integrating service roads into the bike network has been practiced in the 
Netherlands and Germany through the use of cut-throughs and connections to cycle tracks is well 
established. For further information see https://bicycledutch.wordpress.com/2012/05/21/dutch-
service-streets-and-cycling/ and https://bicycledutch.wordpress.com/2014/01/02/cycling-from-de-
bilt-to-utrecht/ 

In Victoria, a few examples exist of this having been done (though not necessarily at a high enough 
standard) with Stud Rd Wantirna and Sturt St, Ballarat being good examples of such treatments 
being used. 
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Here is a map of most of the main service roads in Melbourne (in orange, with existing bike paths in 
green and bike lanes in blue): 

 

As one can see from the above illustration, the utilisation of such lanes can significantly augment 
and deliver large amounts of safe infrastructure. 

Included here is a list of the service roads plotted: 

Service Roads of 
Melbourne list.xlsx  

 

  



Below is a list of some of the service roads of Melbourne that could be turned quickly into Bicycle 
Super-Highways by utilising this technique: 

Ferntree Gully to East Burwood. 

By utilising the service roads along Burwood Highway a connection from the Ferny Creek Trail 
(Glenfern Rd) through to The Syndal to Heatherdale Pipeline Trail (Between Springvale and 
Blackburn Rds) could rapidly be built. This would utilise the existing bicycle path along Burwood 
Highway between Knox City and the Eastlink Trail and would also cross the Scoresby Rd Trail and the 
Dadenong Creek Trail and provide rapid and useful 12km connection. Heading outbound, it would 
also link into the Belgrave Rail Trail. This path would be useful for people heading in the direction of 
the CBD, Deakin University Knox City or Glen Waverley. 

 

 

  



Ballarat Rd (Caroline Springs to Sunshine) 

There is already a sub-standard path through parts of this route which would link Caroline Springs 
with Sunshine Station and the new path all the way to Footscray. This would make travel form the 
West much safer and much more direct than following the winding Maribyrnong river trail. 

 

Geelong Rd (Brooklyn to Footscray) 

Linking the Federation Trail with the Sunshine Rail Trail with the Maribyrnong Trail. This route would 
provide a safe pathway through a very congested region. 

 



Maroondah Hwy (East Ringwood to Lilydale) 

A link from the newly built Box Hill to Ringwood Shared Path to the Warburton Trail, this would also 
tie in to the Koonung Creek trail, East link trail, Mullum Mullum Creek Trail, Belgrave Rail Trail, 
Dandenong Creek Trail and would link to the Bushy Creek Trail. 

 

  



Nepean Highway (Mordialloc to St Kilda) 

With talk of the funding of Copenhagen Lanes along St Kilda Rd, it would make sense to link them 
further with Service Lane Cut-throughs all the way down to the Bay. A signature 25km ride from the 
Bay straight to Swanston St could easily be achieved. 

 

  



Princess Highway (Caulfield to Pakenham) 

The longest chain of Service roads in Melbourne, this could become an iconic way to commute, 
touching on places like Dandenong, Monash University (Clayton and Caulfield). This route crosses 
the Monash Freeway Trail, the Dandenong Creek Trail, Dandenong Bypass Trail, the Eastlink Trail, 
Wellington Rd/North Rd Trail and would be easy to join to the Gardiners Creek Trail at Oakleigh. 
35km of amazing infrastructure for the price of a few hundred metres of cut-through. 

 

 

In conclusion. 

As shown, service roads have the ability to be transformed into major cycling routes which will free 
capacity on roads and public transport. The above listed are but a few potential routes that could be 
built rapidly and could increase the safety and convenience of cycling around the state. 


