
Expanding the off-road network in the Eastern Suburbs of Melbourne 
The Inner to middle eastern suburbs represent a bottleneck for anybody wishing to commute on an 
off-road (or at least separated from traffic) path to the CBD. From the range of suburbs from 
Hawthorn headed directly east, there is no safe route that one can take. Additionally, there is a 
severe shortfall of what should be easy to either upgrade or construct a new routes that would make 
a big impact upon cycling levels in these suburbs. The following 7 links represents a wish-list of some 
of the most important links that need to be built. 
 

1. Box Hill to Richmond 

 
This link running along the railway will link the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail, the Anniversary Trail 
and the Main Yarra Trail. The currently recommended route of Mont Albert Rd is very dangerous 
with cars constantly parked in the bike lanes, bike lanes that drop and no separation between bike 
and cars that are moving at high speed or SUVs that in peak hour are looking to drop kids at schools 
along the route. 

 
 
  



2. Syndal to Heatherdale Pipeline 
This link will enable cyclists the ability to move north-south and will link the Box Hill to Ringwood 
Trail to the Waverley Rail Trail and the Scotchmens creek trail. If well connected, it should make for a 
continuous link to Monash University if the next item (the Glen Waverley to Monash Uni Link is 
built). 

 
 

  



3. Glen Waverley to Monash Uni 
Most of this path exists, however there is no link from the southern end of Herriots Blvd through to 
Ferntree Gully Rd. This route could be simply formalized and is especially needed for a location with 
no train access. The route would like the Syndal Heatherdale trail with the Wellington Rd/North Rd 
Trail and provide access from Monash Uni to the Scothmans creek trail and to areas north of the 
university. 

 
  



4. Dorking Rd 
A simple 1.2km connection between the Box Hill to Ringwood Trail to the Bushy Creek Trail, 
would enable cyclists the ability to get to the CBD via the Koonung Creek Trail.  

 
 
This area is no stranger to such a treatment, Springfield Rd which intersects with Dorking Rd has 
a great example of such a treatment that would encourage people to ride. 

 



5. Gardiners Creek Trail (BHRRT to Deakin Uni) 
A connection from Laburnam Station to Albion Rd in the north and sealing a path between 
Station St and Burwood Highway would encourage CBD commuters or cyclists to the schools and 
Deakin Uni. 

 
 

6. East Ringwood to Croydon 
This simple link along the railway and the O’Shannassy pipeline shall link Box Hill to Ringwood Trail, 
the Koonung Creek Trail and the Eastlink trail to the Carrum to Warburton link. 

 
 
  



7. Healesville Freeway Reserve and Wurundjeri Trail 
The now vacate Healesville Freeway reservation has some formalised paths west of Blackburn Rd. 
This would link the Boronia Rd trail and the Eastlink Trail with the Gardiners Creek Trail and cross the 
Syndal to Heatherdale Pipeline. 
 

 
 
  



Conclusion 
The following map highlights visually, what such changes the following 7 projects would make to the 
current network in terms of usability and connectivity. The existing off-roads paths are in yellow, the 
proposed listed projects listed here are in pink: 

 
This grid structure will make cycling anywhere from A to B much more possible, especially towards 
the CBD and in directions and locations not serviced by the radial railway system thus reducing 
congestion on the roads and freeing up capacity on the public transport system. 


