
Cycling Strategy Update;
Level 21, 1 Spring St,
Melbourne,
Victoria 3000

11th December 2015

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Burwood Highway cycling ‘missing link’ and improvements from Eastlink, Wantirna to 
Warrigal Road, Burwood
In response to requests for submissions to assist in updating Victoria’s cycling strategy, we are 
advocating for specific improvements to the Burwood Highway  by:
1. Constructing ‘missing link’ cycle path from Morack Road connecting the Dandenong Creek 

trail to the Eastlink Trail overpass on Burwood Highway Vermont. The design work and 
business case have been recently completed by VicRoads and we believe the project awaits 
funding.

2. From Morack Road to Warrigal Road, construct service road ‘cut-throughs’ and where there is 
no service road widen  footpaths to become shared paths.

The location of these suggested improvements is shown in pink on the map below.
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CURRENT SITUATION. 
Burwood Highway
Burwood Highway is a Primary State Arterial Road running East West  linking the inner suburbs 
and the outer eastern suburbs. From Warrigal Road  heading east it is a multi lane divided highway 
with a tram track in a centre median  strip which currently terminates at  the Vermont South 
shopping centre and transport interchange. The speed limit on Burwood Highway is mostly 80km/
hour. For much of its length it has service roads on both sides separated from the main traffic lanes 
by wide nature strips.
Major employment centres in this section of highway include Deakin University with 1500 staff,  
Tally- Ho Business Park, Vermont South Shopping Centre. The Camberwell/ Hawthorn commercial 
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area is approximately 4kms and the busy Bayswater and Scoresby light industry areas are 
approximately 7kms from Burwood Highway.
Educational Establishments within 1Km include  20 schools plus Deakin University Burwood 
Campus which alone has 26,000 students and has problems with car parking capacity. Deakin 
University  statistics  demonstrate that the most dense  concentration of students and staff live 
within an easy 7km cycling distance of the Burwood campus.
Within 2kms of Burwood Highway are a further 8 schools.
Major Shopping and service areas are Burwood Road, Burwood, Vermont South, K-Mart, Burwood, 
and Knox City.
Major Intersections are Warrigal Road, Elgar Road, Middleborough Road, Blackburn Road, 
Springvale Road and Eastlink.

Existing bike and shared user paths.
Intersecting Cycle and shared user paths include Gardiners Creek Path,  Heatherdale to Syndal 
Pipe Track. Terrara Road cycle lane, Dandenong Creek paths and the Eastlink paths.
The Anniversary Trail crosses Burwood Road a mere 1.5kms to the west of Warrigal Road.
The Principal Bicycle Network (PBN) route crosses the Dandenong Creek but then diverts  from 
the Burwood Highway at the intersection with Morack Road.
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS
Remove ‘missing link’
Both the Eastlink path and the Dandenong Creek path are important recreational paths providing a 
choice of a  number of attractive routes. However there is a very dangerous missing link in the 
system, the crossing of the bridge over the Dandenong Creek and the link to the Eastlink paths. At 
this point the Burwood Highway is 3 lanes in each direction without hard or soft shoulders.

The only alternative is a substandard gravel path with a board walk which follows a circuitous route 
well away from the highway. Tragically this boardwalk was the scene of a recent fatality to a cyclist 
and Parks Victoria has erected gates to be closed in inclement weather.
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The ‘missing link’, Burwood Highway, Vermont South



‘Cycle-friendly’ improvements to Burwood Highway
At periodic intervals traffic in the service 
roads is directed back into the main 
stream of traffic by wide blocking nature 
strips. Cyclists using the quiet service 
roads are forced to rejoin the busy and 
unsafe main highway for short but 
dangerous sections before again reaching 
the safety of the service road. This 
problem can be overcome by linking 
interrupted service lanes with ‘cut 
throughs’ thereby providing a continuous 
cycle lane away from the main traffic 
lanes. There are a few instances where 
these improvements have been made, 
such as at the intersection of Burwood 
Highway and Terrara Road, Vermont 
South. This was done as part of VicRoads 
safety improvements to this busy 
intersection.

There are many other locations around Melbourne featuring service road “cut throughs” including 
Stud Road, Wantirna, Princess Highway, Oakleigh and Ryrie St, East Geelong. It is a common 
practice overseas in countries with a high modal share such as the Netherlands and Germany.
The use of service road cut throughs offers an easy way of delivering large amounts of  safe high 
quality cycling infrastructure along main traffic corridors for comparitively little cost.
In summary, we believe that the upgrading of Burwood Highway  will materially assist in the 
achievement of the stated objectives of updating Victoria’s Cycling Strategy.

• Improve Cycling Safety.
• Encourages Ride2School.
• Encourage cycling participation
• Encourage walking participation
• Improve community health
• Improve the environment
• Help grow the cycling economy
• Facilitate recreational and tourist cycling.
• Improve connections  with the broader transport network.
• Improve conditions for the mobility impaired.

Finally in commending this submission to you we would like to refer you to one of our previous 
projects.
The Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail Study of July 2010  www.bhrrt.org  now being built as the  Box 
Hill to Ringwood Shared Path.
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Example of a ‘cut through’, Burwood Highway at 
Terrara Road

http://www.bhrrt


We will be happy to help with further information and or to attend stakeholder meetings.
Yours sincerely,

Michael Hassett      T 98788446     M 0407094929 michael_hassett @westnet.com.au

David Simm T 98783065       M 0418374352      davidsimm@zemail.com.au

David Blom  M 0418274720       david.blom@team.telstra
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